
1825
General Assembly 
creates Adams 
County

Citizens build first 
school at Fall Creek

1834
Jonathan Browing produces the 
“Harmonica” gun in Adams County

1838
1,400 Quincy citizens 

shelter 5,700 Mormons

Allen Comstock founds 
Comstock Castle Stove

Historic Woodland 
Cemetery is established 

in Quincy

1843
Court finds 

Quincyan 
Dr. Richard 

Eells guilty of 
harboring a 

slave

1847
“Mission Institute” 
of Underground 
Railroad for runaway 
slaves is founded 

Adams County 
soldiers leave for 
Mexican War

1849
Cholera 

epidemic 
claims 

300 victims
in Adams 

County

1853
German 
Methodists 
establish 
Chaddock School

YMCA established

1858
Lincoln Douglas 
Debate occurs in 
Quincy

1861
Ulysses S. Grant 
and the 21st 
Illinois Infantry 
depart Quincy 
and enter the 
Civil War

1866
Orville Hickman 
Browning is 
named U.S. 
Interior Secretary

1872
Henry Emminga 
builds the 
Golden Windmill

1869
Quincy 
Women charter 
Friends in 
Council

1875
Sarah Denman 
establishes 
Blessing 
Hospital

1890
Electric Wheel 
Company founded 
in Quincy by John 
Stillwell

1885
State names Quincy 

as site of Illinois 
Veterans Home

William S. Gray author 
of the “Dick and 

Jane,” reading book is 
born in Coatsburg

1889
Sunset Home 
Incorporated

1887
Thomas Baldwin makes 

first recorded balloon 
parachute jump

1891
Blessing opens Training 
School for Nurses

1900
Villa Kathrine 
designed 
by George 
Behrensmeyer  
is built in 
Quincy

1899
12 young 
schoolgirls die in 
St. Francis School 
fire

1904
William 
Howard 

Taft speaks 
at Quincy’s 
Turner Hall

1925
Western 

Catholic Union 
builds Quincy’s 
first skyscraper  

WTAD AM 930
airs first radio 

program

1931
Lincoln 
Douglas 
Hotel is 
built

1934
Quincy High 
wins State IHSA 
Basketball 
Championship

1939
Quincy native 
Tuskegee 
Airman George 
Iles receives his 
first pilot’s license

1946
Quincy 
Mayor Ed 
Schneidman, 
Mark Heinen 
and others die 
in Chicago’s 
La Salle Hotel 
fire

1950
New Adams County 
Courthouse opens

Colliers magazine 
exposes Quincy’s 
prostitution, 
gambling, and 
corruption

League of Women 
Voters of Adams 
County established

1957
Good Samaritan 

opens

Gates Radio 
Company 

acquired by 
Harris Intertype 

Corporation

1953
WGEM airs 

first television 
broadcast

1949
Boston Red Sox owner 
John W. Henry is born 

in Quincy

1942
Quincy native 

Mary Astor 
receives 

Academy 
Award

1937
United Way 

of Adams County is 
founded

1932
Quincyans

form Women’s 
City Club

1922
Actor John Anderson 

is born in Quincy

Cora and Henry Gates 
found Gates Radio & 

Supply Company

1907
Camp Point 
hosts 
Chautauqua

1916
Architecturally significant 
school building designed 
by Malcolm Martin opens 

in Payson

1840
Quincy officials are 
elected for the first 
time

1848
Herman 
Knapheide 
establishes 
Knapheide 
Manufacturing 
Company

1854
Abraham Lincoln 
speaks in Quincy 
against Kansas-
Nebraska Act

1860
Quincy Founder 

John Wood becomes 
Illinois Governor

German Franciscans 
establish Quincy 

University

Quincyan Robert 
Gardner patents 

steam engine 
governor

1868
Ulysses S. Grant 

campaigns in 
Quincy

1864
29th Regiment USCI 
(U.S. Colored Infantry) 
departs Quincy

1874
William Dallas 

becomes 
Quincy’s 

first Black
 police officer

1876
Camp 
Point 

citizens 
host 1st 

County Fair

1867
Franciscan Sisters 
establish St. Mary 
Hospital

1879
President 

Rutherford Hayes 
speaks at Quincy’s 

Tremont Hotel

1886
Father Gus Tolton, 

America’s first Black 
priest, returns to 

Quincy from Rome

1898
President William 

McKinley speaks 
in Quincy’s 

Washington Park

1903
President Theodore 

Roosevelt speaks 
at Adams County 

Courthouse
1908

T.R. Moorman 
establishes 

the Moorman 
Manufacturing 

Company in 
Quincy

1920
Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt speaks in 
Quincy’s Washington 
Park

Quincy Whig and 
Quincy Herald 
newspapers merge to 
form the Herald-Whig 

Farmers form the Ursa 
Farmers Cooperative

1930
Quincy 
Memorial 
Bridge opens

Elmer Wavering 
and Paul Lear 
develop first 
successful car 
radio called 
“The Motorola”

1935
James Earl Ray’s 
family moves to 
Quincy area

1940
Niemann Foods, 
Inc. opens first 
supermarket

1947
Quincyan 
George Irwin 
establishes 
America’s First 
Arts Council

Baldwin Field 
opens

1956
Siloam Springs
State Park is 
dedicated

1938
Quincy Stadium is 

built by WPA and City 
of Quincy

1944
Parker Gates 

contracted to provide 
radio transmitters for 

D-Day invasion during 
WWII

1945
Tornado destroys 
Adams County 
Courthouse

Quincy native 
Paul Tibbets and 
crew drop the 
atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima

1948
WGEM 
goes on the air

Motorola 
establishes a plant 
in Quincy

1959
John F. Kennedy 
speaks at Quincy 

College

Town & Country 
Shopping Center 

opens

1928
Washington 
Theater shows first 
talking picture

1933
Architecturally 
significant school 
building designed 
by George 
Behrensmeyer opens 
at 14th & 
Maine in Quincy

1912
Commission
selects 4th & 
Jersey as first 
Armory in 
Illinois

1915
Quincyan 
Neysa McMein 
sells first cover 
to Saturday 
Evening Post

Townships in Illinois were established through the Illinois 
Constitution of 1848 which gave voters in each county the option to 
adopt Township Government. The first Township Governments began 
operating in 1850. These include 23 Townships in Adams County: 
Beverly, Burton, Camp Point, Clayton, Columbus, Concord, Ellington, 
Fall Creek, Gilmer, Honey Creek, Houston, Keene, Liberty, Lima, 
McKee, Melrose, Mendon, Northeast, Payson, Quincy, Richfield, 
Riverside and Ursa.

1819	
John Wood leaves 
New York for the 
Western Frontier

1842
Stephen A. Douglas 

is elected to the 
U.S. House of 

Representatives

1896
Citizens form 

Historical Society of 
Quincy and Adams 

County



1960
Richard Nixon visits 
Quincy’s Baldwin 
Field

Lyndon Baines 
Johnson speaks 
in  Quincy’s 
Washington Park

CB&Q completes 
new railroad bridge 

1964
Classes begin 
at Our Lady 
of Angels
Franciscan 
Seminary

1984
Loretta Lewis becomes 
first Black female police 
officer in Quincy

2000
President Bill 
Clinton speaks 
in Quincy’s 
Washington Park

Destiny’s Child 
(including 
Beyoncé) 
performs at 
Oakley Lindsay 
Center

2011
Kroc Center 
opens in Quincy

Severe storm hits 
Adams County in 
June

2010
President Barack 

Obama speaks 
in Quincy’s Civic 

Center

Quincy Notre Dame 
Girls Soccer wins 

IHSA Class 1A State 
Championship 

(2010, 2012, 2013, 
2017, 2022)

2014
Voters 
approve 
89 million 
dollar bond 
referendum 
to build 
5 new 
elementary 
schools in 
Quincy

2021
WGEM is sold to Gray 
Media

Quincy Herald-Whig is 
sold to Phillips Media 
Group

2025
Adams County  

celebrates 
Bicentennial 

with year-long 
events, Finale 

Festival and 
The Beach Boys 

in Concert

2019
Quincy & 
Quincy Senior 
High are 
featured on 
Netflix show 
“Queer Eye”

1996
Two planes collide 
at Quincy Regional 
Airport

Oakley Lindsay Center 
opens as a Convention 
Center & Community 
Theater (QCT)

Tri-State Summit 
begins

1993
Quincy College becomes Quincy University

Mississippi River floods region 

Blessing Hospital purchased and 
consolidated with St. Mary Hospital1974

Area residents 
establish 

John Wood 
Community 

College

Adams County 
Emergency 
Ambulance 

Service begins

Tornado hits 
Ursa

1976
Motorola 
closes Quincy 
plant

Quincy Senior 
High Girls 
Golf wins 
IHSA State 
Championship 
(1976, 1977, 
1979)

1981
Quincy Senior High 
Basketball team is 
named National 
Champion and 
Illinois Class AA 
Champion

Quincy Notre 
Dame Softball wins 
IHSA State Class A 
Championship 
(1981, 1982, 1984)

1968
Cable Television 
comes to Quincy

1966
Quincy 
Soybean 
Grain 
elevator 
explodes at 
Front & 
Maine

1965
Quincy wins an 
award for float 
in the Rose Bowl 
Parade

Quincy Herald-
Whig begins 
publishing 
Landrum history 
articles

1967
Lady Bird 

Johnson visits 
Quincy

1973
Mississippi River 

floods region

Bernard Flinn 
leaves estate to 

Quincy Public 
Schools

Quincy Senior 
High II opens at 

33rd & Maine 
and receives 

national 
recognition 

for innovative 
programs in TIME 

& Newsweek 
magazines

1975
First 
Vietnamese 
refugees 
resettle in 
Adams 
County

1983
Quincy Notre Dame 
Girls Basketball 
wins IHSA Class AA 
State Championship 
(1983, 1984, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2022)

1994
Quincy 
Clinic opens 
new facility 
at 1025 
Maine

Quincyans Jack 
Inghram and 
Gary DeClue 
portray Lincoln 
and Douglas in 
C-Span’s national 
broadcast of a 
reenactment 
of the Lincoln 
Douglas 6th 
Debate held in 
Washington Park 
in 1858

1997
Quincy Notre 
Dame Boys 
Golf wins IHSA 
Class A State 
Championship 
(1997, 1998)

2002
Ursa Town Hall is 

added to the National 
Register of Historic 

Places

Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir performs in 

Quincy at Morrison 
Theater (QJHS)

2015
13 residents

at Illinois 
Veteran’s 

Home 
die from 

Legionnaire’s 
Disease

17,000 lose 
power for 
multiple 

days after 
wind storm 

in Adams 
County

2016
Blessing-Rieman 
College of 
Nursing and 
Health Sciences 
opens

2020
COVID-19 
Pandemic 

causes 
shutdown 

throughout 
Adams County

2008
Historic flooding 
occurs
along the 
Mississippi River

2022
Quincy Notre 
Dame Girls & 

Boys Soccer 
teams win 
IHSA State

Championships

Donald Trump 
visits the 

Adams County 
Fairgrounds

2023
Camp Point 
Central Football 
wins IHSA 
Class 1A State 
Championship

1985
Amtrak Station 

opens at Wisman 
Lane

Quincy Notre Dame 
Boys Soccer wins 

IHSA State Class A 
Championship 

(1985, 2011, 2018, 
2022)

1987
Bayview 

Bridge opens

Quincy Senior High 
Scholastic Bowl 

wins first of 3 
IHSA Class AA State 

Scholastic Bowl Titles 
(1987, 1988, 1993)

1978
Carol Penrose becomes 
first female Quincy police 
officer

Quincy Notre Dame Girls 
Volleyball wins IHSA Class A 
Championship (1978, 1980, 
1998) and (2011 Class 2A)

Quincy Senior High Softball 
wins IHSA Class AA State 
Championship

1979
President Jimmy 
Carter visits Quincy

1971
New airport 

terminal 
designed by 
John Benya 

opens at 
Baldwin Field

1963
Quincy is 
selected 
as an All-
American 
city

Adams County Timeline Contributors
Jack Freiburg, Chuck Scholz, Vicki Dempsey,

Judy Siebers, Beth Young, Reg Ankrom, Justin Coffey, 
Becky Barlow, Jane Moody, Paul Moody, Pam Shaffer, Jill Reis, 

Kathleen Dooley, Rob Mellon, Gary Handrick, John Groves, 
Jean Kay, Nancy Benz and Wendell Wray.

Special Thanks 
Royal Printing - Ashley Pursley & Casey Nicholson

Historical Society of Quincy & Adams County

* This publication represents only a snapshot of the many 
pivotal moments of history throughout Adams County from 

1825-2025. We apologize for any omissions.

1990
Quincy Senior 

High Boys Golf 
wins Class AA State 

Championship

2003
Lewis Round Barn 
is added to the 
National Register 
of Historic Places

Ben Bumbry 
becomes first 
African-American 
appointed to the 
Quincy City Council

2017
Payson Seymour 
High School Girls 
Volleyball wins 
IHSA Class 1A 
Championship
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